THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
Cape Town, which was till 1901 the seat of the British High
Commissioner, around whom South African politics centred till
effective power passed into the hands of a South African Ministry
in 1910, became the seat of the Union legislature.
NATAL
Natal achieved responsible government in 1893. The Bill,
adopted by the Legislative Council and approved by the Imperial
Government, provided for a bicameral legislature: a Legislative
Council of 11 nominated members appointed for 10 years and an
elected Legislative Assembly of 37 members with a life of four years.
The Executive consisted of the Governor with a Council of Minis-
ters. As to franchise, in 1896., Sir John Robinson, NataPs first Prime
Minister, was responsible, for the Disenfranchisement Act which
affected Asiatics, and the Immigration Act which all but prohi-
bited the entry of free Indians into the Colony. A constitutional
crisis arose in 1906 when the Imperial Government stayed an order
for the execution of several Natives issued by the Natal Govern-
ment, which resigned in protest but resumed office later when the
Secretary of State for the Colonies assured that H.M.'s Govern-
ment had no intention of interfering with a responsible Colonial
Government.
THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY
Till 1890 the Orange River Colony governed itself on the
basis of the Rustenburg Grondwet or the Constitution of 1858-60,
which provided for an elected President, an Executive Council
consisting of members appointed in part by the President and in
part by the Volksraad, itself elected by the vote of adult citizens.
The Commandant-General of the Forces was an important mem-
ber of the Council. The Constitution, which established the sove-
reignty of the people, declared that they desired no equality bet-
ween coloured and* white peoples, either in Church or State. The
Treaty of Bloemfontein forged, in 1897 and the two following years,
closer bonds between the Orange River Colony and the Transvaal.
The Joint Council -consisting of representatives of both countries
met at Bloemfontein and Pretoria, and while keeping the ideal of
federal union in view, provided for greater uniformity in such
matters as education, the administration of justice, native manage-
ment, etc.
At the conclusion of the Boer War, when the Colony came
under British power, the military government took over, but was
terminated by the Treaty of Vereeniging which established in